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President George Bush informed the world after September 11 that the USA would shortly begin a long war, different from all previous ones.

For once, he wasn’t lying. The Afghan genocide was the foreword of a modern tragedy. The missiles that exploded over Baghdad in the dawn of March 20 have given it continuity. They will be remembered as instruments of a strategy of a demonical power without precedents for its worldwide ambition and its spirit of barbarism.

I was in Havana returning from Mexico when I heard in anguish the awaited news. The images and the emotions of the Mexican people’s struggle for peace were still fresh in my mind. In the largest city of the world in the land of Cuauhtémoc and Cárdenas, I had participated in demonstrations against the war 

Here, in Cuba, it was impossible to follow on countless TV channels the evolution of the world crisis. I spent the night listening to European radio stations that transmitted special programs in short wave. George Bush's arrogant speech infuriated me. The contradictory names of the genocidal operative - «Decapitation» and «Freedom for Iraq» -- had a tinge of black humor that reminded me of the official speech of the Nazi Germany in September 1, 1939 when the Luftwaffe’s [German Air Force’s] bombs began to destroy Warsaw.

Then as now the aggressors – this must not be forgotten - tried to justify the crime affirming that they acted in defense of a new order of civilization, promising an era of happiness and well-being for the German people.

History, we know, never repeats itself exactly. But the threat to humanity is again global, although today’s danger is infinitely bigger, because in this year 2003 the Iraqi war, for its long term consequences, questions the survival of humanity itself.

After more than six decades, a system of power with irrational roots also opts for war to impose a monstrous project of dominance that aspires to reign forever.

The spokesman of the challenge to humanity now is not a perturbed messianic leader. The leader appearing in the vertex of the system of imperial power, challenging, is an aggressive but ignorant man, almost a functional illiterate who claims to have the support of God for the genocidal crusade.

The parallel should not go farther. In Hitler's III Reich, a ferociously repressive régime elevated racism as state policy and proclaimed the primacy of force over the people’s rights, suppressing the freedoms and ridiculing democracy.

In the U.S. the institutions are still formally democratic, but the system is already developing a planetary strategy of neo-fascist contours, taking precedence above international rights and the United Nations Organization. That contradiction greatly hinders the widespread understanding of the danger that threatens the planet.

In Europe the late but important increase in consciousness of its peoples is quickly creating conditions promoting the formation of a counter-power lest the continent, from the Atlantic to the Urals, quickly becomes a protectorate. The European Community of 15, an economic giant, is a political midget. However, the defeat inflicted in the Security Council to the USA and their submissive ally, the United Kingdom (Aznar is a flunky of third category) alerted hundreds of millions of people about a reality that was not so transparent: the new imperialism is not invulnerable.

 The option of war - more exactly of an uninterrupted chain of so-called «preventive» wars  -  arises as a consequence of a structural crisis of capitalism. Within the system - as István Mészaros and Samir Amin demonstrate through different but convergent speeches – there are no solutions for the problems it faces. It has entered an irreversible process of decay and has nearly exhausted its own logical environment. In order to survive it appeals therefore to violence as a permanent and indispensable instrument of action; irrationality assumes a primordial role.

For that reason tragedy and farce appear so intimately linked. Goebbels, the minister of propaganda of the Nazi Reich, did not go as far in the defense of absurdity as Bush’s followers do with the preventive war policy. In Washington, this apology for irrationality acquires the characteristics of a tragic opera. The capture or death of two men - the Saudi Osama Ben Laden and the Afghan Muhamad Omar - was transformed into a high-priority objective of a repugnant war that desolated and recolonized Afghanistan. The goal, however, was not reached and the whereabouts of both are unknown.

In the case of Iraq, President Bush not only made Saddam Hussein and his sons the objects of an ultimatum, but targets of the first bombardment of Baghdad. But the operation «Decapitation,» conceived by the CIA, also failed.

The images we see of the bombing of Baghdad are apocalyptic. The murderous attempt of annihilation of the great megalopolis of 5 million inhabitants shows concretely what Washington means by «disarming Iraq».

In these days of anguish, the peoples’ resistance, the people as the subject of history, strengthens our hope. The example of France shows the road that should be followed. What happened seemed impossible

The firm pressure of the French people, in tune with their great humanist tradition, was decisive so that a right wing government, aligned with neoliberalism, member of the Club of the 7, would overcome the barrier of the great universal fear.

It is true that economic interests’ contradictions have contributed a lot to the frontal opposition from Paris to the capitulation that Washington demanded from the Security Council.

The support to the French attitude of allies so different as Germany, Russia and China opened the road to an unprecedented situation that changed the correlation of forces, isolating first the USA, and in a second phase, forcing Bush to mount the great farce of Azores, when the wolf took off its mask. 

The ultimatum allowed the world to view the neo-fascist face of the system of world-wide power.


Now, when «to dismantle» a state that had fulfilled all the demands of the United Nations, a tempest of lead and steel devastates Iraq, the Armed Forces of the U.S. are exposed to the world in full light as direct accomplices of a monstrous strategy.

For comparable acts Hitler's marshals had to answer in Nuremberg (and they were condemned to death) as co-responsible for the practice of crimes against humanity.

Bush is simply a gear in the machinery. But he hurries to identify the troops that are supposed to carry out the task of Iraqi genocide as a vanguard of civilization that carries out, with discipline, a heroic task. 

It cannot be denied that a neo-fascist mentality, for the very nature of the crime, contaminates more and more, day by day, the group of officers from the Army, Air force and Marines of the U.S.

In this context, the fight against imperialist barbarism presented itself as a collective duty to the generations present at the beginning of this new century. They will be main characters and not simple spectators of a time that is simultaneously tragic and wonderful.

It seems unlikely that a primitive man as president Bush is has a notion, however superficial, that the city now bombarded by his Tomahawk missiles was for a long historic period the most brilliant pole in the Islamic culture during the Abássida Caliphate.

He has probably never heard of Seleucia, the great city founded in the Tigris by the Greek-Macedonians (1). 

And he surely does not know that the ruins of Ctesifon, neighboring Baghdad, transmit the eternal memory of the splendors of the Sasánid Persia that put an end to the expansion of the Roman Empire toward the East and synthesized the best in the civilization inheritance of the Babylon of Nebacunezzar and of Hellenism, offering a fabulous contribution to humanity's progress (2).


The crushing power of a media system of disinformation, hegemonically controlled by transnational corporations at the service of the system of the power responsible for crimes against developing humanity, retards, and in many countries it impedes, the mobilization of the peoples against this abject war. The simple fact that some governments -- as much in Europe as in Latin America, Asia and Africa -- bend before Washington’s demand to support this war – a war with the scent of petroleum – and ignore their respective population’s rejection of the war drive, defines the extreme complexity of the situation.


Even political leaders who participated in anticommunist campaigns during the Cold War recognize today that the disappearance of the Soviet Union was a disaster for humanity. While it existed, the USA, aware of the existing balance of powers, didn't try to develop the strategy of generating universal dominance of aggressions and crimes against which humanity is now rising up.  

Perhaps never has a the speech about freedom and the democracy been as perverse and pharisaical as the one that today pronounce leaders as Bush, Blair and Aznar “Democrats” when they trample on democracy and the Charter of the UN.


The U.S., British and Spanish people are not the ones to be blamed,  as was clear from the demonstrations of February 15 and in the later ones. They are located in the first line of combat opposing the terror that threatens humanity.


The tide of resistance is ascending in the entire world, even in the U.S. itself. The splendid examples from the people of France, of the people of Germany, of the people of Turkey, among others, are an inspiration to the struggle. With their firmness they confirm that it is possible to assume humanity's defense in a decisive moment of history, that it is possible and necessary to resist, even without weapons, that a great turn is within our reach.


It is possible and indispensable to defeat the assault to the reason, the irrational project of the new United States’ imperialism.


A word that incites combat is in order. The genocidal war against Iraq justifies a sharpening internationalist, humanist and solidarity call, “Peoples from all over the world, unite against neo-fascist barbarism!”


Havana, 21 de marzo 2003

Translated from Portuguese to Spanish by Marla Muñoz, and from Spanish to English by Berta Joubert.

The Portuguese original of this article can be found at http://resistir.info


 
(1) Seleucia of the Tigris, been founded by the Macedonian general Seleuco, one of Alejandro's heirs, ended up surpassing the 600 000 inhabitants at the beginning of the century III of our era. It was then, with Alexandria and Babylon, one of the biggest cities in the world.
 
(2) an enormous Roman army, commanded by the emperor Valeriano (253-260), it was squashed in Edessa, for the Persian army, directed by the emperor Chapur. Sixty thousand legionaries surrendered and they died in captivity, just as Valeriano.
 

